
1976 - 1978

1979

Petra Medelez flees an abusive marriage. She realizes that women 
and children in her community have a great need for safe housing and 
emotional support in order to survive. 

She attends Cerritos College, where one of her professors encourages 
her to open a non-profit to help other survivors.

Petra starts a 24-hour 
Crisis Hotline in her 
home, with a staff 
of trained bilingual 
volunteers who 
provide information 
and referrals to 
those in need within 
the local Hispanic 
community.



1980

1981

Su Casa is incorporated as a non-profit public benefit corporation. 

Unable to locate a suitable house, Petra decides to use her own home 
as the first shelter. The name comes from the Spanish expression 
for welcome and hospitality, “mi casa es su casa” (my house is your 
house).  

Monies are raised, a location is 
rented, and the Su Casa Shelter 
with 12 beds is opened in the 
back half of two duplexes in 
Hawaiian Gardens.

Juanita Harlan is the first Board 
of Directors President, while 
Petra, Blanca Novales, Carol 
Way, and Dorothy Emery all 
serve as Executive Directors. 



1982 - 1984
Su Casa Shelter 
relocates several 
times to provide 
larger quarters and 
additional services 
to meet increasing 
demand.

Laura Gail Eagleton is 
Board President and 
Christine Hach is hired 
as Executive Director.

Soroptimist International of Artesia-Cerritos spearheads a $200,000 
capital fundraising campaign for a new Su Casa Shelter. 

A Black-Tie Dinner & Dance Auction at the Spruce Goose Dome raises 
$50,000, with auction items including a 2-year old Arabian stallion, and 
Dodger pitcher Fernando Valenzuela’s autographed cleats.

1986



1986

1987

Su Casa receives 
grants totaling 
$134,000 from 
private, county, 
and state sources. 

 
Susan Kandler is 
Board President, 
Christine Hach 
continues as 
Executive Director. 

“Soroptimist House” 
emergency shelter opens, 
increasing capacity by 45% to 
22 beds. 

Two 3-bedroom duplexes 
are added on the large lot, 
allowing space for on-site 
schooling and counseling, 
and necessary storage for 
food and clothing.



1987
T.D.D (Telecommunications Device for the Deaf) is added to the 
Su Casa Hotline, spearheaded by Peggi Reyna. 

1988
Helen Hogg is Board President, Mary 
Richey is new Executive Director.

1987



Su Casa hosts first annual 
Holiday Gift-Wrap and 

Gingerbread Giving Tree at 
Cerritos Mall. 

2,432 packages are wrapped 
and 2,906 volunteer hours are 

logged.

Gloria Kappe is Board President; 
Janet M. Crook is Executive Director.

Su Casa serves 346 Shelter clients 
and 170 Outreach clients, and the 
Hotline receives 1,985 calls.

1990

1990



1991
Su Casa holds 1st Annual Golf Tournament

1992
Hal Wessels becomes 
first man to serve as 
Board President.

Emma Gordon 
becomes Executive 
Director.



1993

Lakewood Postal workers choose Su Casa as their beneficiary in a 
nationwide food drive. Target Stores Artesia-Cerritos donate $10,000 
to Su Casa.

Su Casa launches pilot outreach program 
targeting teens at two local high schools.  

Advocate Counselor 
training is offered for 
the first time.

1993



1994

Su Casa celebrates our 15th Anniversary. Plans are underway for 
opening a new “Second Stage (Transitional) Shelter”.

1995

Su Casa participates 
in the Mothers’ March 
Against Domestic 
Violence, a nationwide 
event conceived by an 
11 year-old girl from 
Los Alamitos in the 
aftermath of the O.J. 
Simpson trial. 



1996
Su Casa opens the 
Transitional Shelter, 
a 12-month program 
designed to help survivors 
get an education or find 
employment with the goal 
of becoming self-sufficient.  
This program attains a 96% 
success rate with families 
able to move out on their 
own having broken the 
cycle of violence.

1996

Catherine Grant Weider 
and Fred Bustillos each 
serve as Board President.

First Annual Su Casa / 
Lakewood Rotary 5K 
Walk-a-Thon held at 
Lakewood Center.



Su Casa launches 
Teen Outreach 
Program (S.T.O.P.) 
in the City of 
Bellflower, 
providing direct 
violence counseling 
support to local 
schools.

1997

1997
Su Casa launches the Adopt-a-Family Program during the holidays and 
supports 64 families - outreach, transitional, and former shelter clients.   



1998

The Emergency Response Team program begins with the Bellflower 
Sheriff’s Office, where two specially trained volunteers provide direct 
support to D.V. victims by responding with officers at the scene.

Pamela Ford is Board President, and 
Renee DeLong Chomiak becomes the new 

Executive Director.

1998
Twenty-six trainees complete the 
new 40-hour Su Casa Domestic 
Violence Counselor Training Program.

1999
Su Casa Thrift Store 
opens.



2001

2000
Dr. Joseph Petway is Board 
President.

Su Casa assists 6,056 individuals 
who are victims of domestic 
violence through multiple 
programs and the dedication and 
passion of its volunteers and staff. 

Gay Mc Daniel becomes 
Executive Director.

2000

The L.A. County Sheriff’s Medal of Valor is awarded to 
Deputy Geoffrey Deedrick for “demonstrating great 
courage” during the rescue of a woman and her family 
under attack by the woman’s boyfriend who was armed 
with an AK-47. 

Geoffrey, the son of Su Casa 
Board member Nancy Deedrick, 
is a Su Casa Volunteer.



2003

2004

California experiences a budget deficit which impacts state funding. 
This loss of revenue leads to belt-tightening at Su Casa. The Thrift Store 
and S.T.O.P. are both casualties, even as additional sources of funding 
are sought.

Su Casa celebrates our 25th Anniversary at the Cerritos Sheraton.

2004

Supervisor Don Knabe with 
new Board President 

Tania Whiteleather, 
new Executive Director 

Dr. Jan Laine, and 
Christina Kreachbaum, first 

Su Casa Community Liaison.



2006

2006

The first “Night in 
Tuscany” wine tasting 
fundraiser held at the 
Wine Country in Long 
Beach, raises over 
$5,000.

Su Casa collaborates with D.V. agencies and 
community leaders in “Reflections of Hope: 
Breaking the Cycle of Domestic Violence” 
during Domestic Violence Awareness Month.

Gala honors Linda Sanchez, the U.S. Representative 
for California's 39th (now 38th) congressional 
district for enacting and supporting legislation 
benefiting Su Casa and other D.V. programs.

Board President Ray Lovell and wife Kathy 
enjoy a good Chianti with a tasty nibble. 



2006
“Burn the Mortgage” event culminates year-long fundraising efforts 
to eliminate the mortgage on Transitional Shelter, which includes a 

generous $20,000 
donation from a 
single benefactor. 

2007

Northrup Grumman 
makes a generous 
donation to Su Casa.



2007

2008

Su Casa Costume Contests bring out the 
creativity in our community! 

Cruella DeVil meets 
Clark Kent.

Su Casa is open 
to all victims 
of abuse, 
including teens, 
men, and LBGT 
persons.

Su Casa staff 
and volunteers 
march in the 
Long Beach 
Pride Parade.



2008

2009

The Candlelight Vigil 
is a joint effort:  Su 
Casa, Women Shelter 
Long Beach, End Abuse 
LB, and LBPD walk in 
memory of those lost 
to domestic violence 
and in honor of the 
survivors.  

Jamie Hamilton is 
Board President  and 
Vicki Doolittle becomes 
Executive Director.

Su Casa staff celebrates at our 30th Anniversary Gala.



2009
Su Casa participates in The Clothesline Project, a vehicle for women 
affected by violence to express their emotions by decorating a shirt. 
They then hang the shirt on a clothesline to be viewed by others as 
testimony to the problem of violence against women. 

2009
Su Casa Board and dignitaries, including honorees Congresswoman 
Lucille Roybal Allard and State Assemblywoman Fiona Ma at our 30th 
Anniversary Gala.



2010

The RX Bandits perform a 
benefit concert for Su Casa in 
Long Beach. 

Drummer Chris Tsagakis is the 
son-in-law of Board President 
Gale Swensson.

2010 
Communi-Tea Fundraisers bring a new blend of sophistication and fun 
to Su Casa’s events. 



2011 

2011
CSULB Graphic Design students re-design Su Casa’s brochure and help 
create the “One Right Step” campaign.  Su Casa commits to helping 
survivors find their next right step towards safer, healthier lives.



2013
CSULB Nursing Interns 
begin working at the 
shelters providing 
valuable workshops 
for the residents.  

So far, they planted 
a vegetable garden, 
created a cookbook 
using the residents’ 
recipes, and wrote a 
resource guide. 

2012
Boeing employees contribute to the annual 
Adopt a Family event during the holidays.

Board President is
Dr. Austina Cho, with with 
Board member Gordon 
Miyamoto at the Wine 
Tasting event.



2013

Rebuilding Together Long 
Beach (RTLB) brings much 
needed repairs to our 
Emergency Shelter. 


